
Raymond Richard Hefner
August 4, 1924 - January 12, 2016

Local resident Raymond Richard Hefner passed away peacefully on Tuesday, January 12,
2016, at his home in Hico, with family at his side. Raymond reached the age 91 years 5
months 8 days. 

 Raymond was born in Hico on August 4, 1924, to Omeler and Zula Hefner. As he was
growing up in Hico, he spent much time outdoors and taking on various jobs. He would
pluck turkeys, sweep up at the photography studio, pick cotton, deliver papers, manage
the night shift at the truck stop, play high school football, hang out with friends at the
swimming hole, hitch-hike, and chase hot air balloons. 

 After graduating from Hico High School, he joined the Navy in December of 1941. He
would go on to serve in the Pacific for two and a half years during World War II, before
being transferred back to Texas to spend the rest of his Navy service in an educational
program at Southwestern University. His time in the Navy included guard duty where he
would challenge Admiral Nimitz for identification, time at an underground Army camp in
the Aliamanu volcanic crater, message decoding, pilot rescues out at sea, a shipwreck off
the California coast, and meeting the love of his life, Mary Theresa Klein Hefner. Mary
volunteered with the USO and had many pen pals in the service, one of whom served on
the Peridot with Raymond and would share Mary’s letters with him. When shore leave
came, the pen pal was not able to make the trip to see Mary, so Raymond decided to go
meet her instead. That meeting led to 60 happy years together. 

 Raymond and Mary lived in Dallas where they raised their 7 children. When it was time to
retire, they returned to the small town life in Raymond’s hometown of Hico, to live in a
house that Raymond had spent time in as a boy, when it was owned by his Aunt Oleta
Hughes. He enjoyed golfing and dominoes at the Bluebonnet Country Club, and attending
the Old Settlers reunions to see old friends. Raymond was the go-to person here in Hico
for local history, geographical and genealogical, and was known for his story-telling,
especially about his Hico childhood, Navy experiences and Texas travels. Raymond’s
stories and his sense of humor will be greatly missed by his family and the community. 

 Raymond was preceded in death by his brother, O.W. Hefner, wife Mary Theresa Hefner,
and grandson Shawn P. Hefner. He is survived by his son Richard, his wife Pat, their
daughter Erica and grandson Alexander; daughter Mary Ellen; daughter Julia, her



husband David and their son Sean; daughter Susan, her husband Bill, their daughter Mary
Theresa and grandsons Braden and Landry; son Henry, his wife Nancy, their daughter
Melissa and son Joseph; son Patrick, his wife Robin, their son Brandon and grandson
Shawn, daughter Meagan and grandson Aiden; son George and his wife Esther, their son
Curtis, daughter Rachel, grandson Miles and granddaughter Scarlett; brother Donald
Hefner, and his wife Willadean. 
Survivors include daughters: Mary Ellen Hefner, Julia McMillin & husband David 

 Susan Stone & husband Bill, Sons: Richard & wife Pat, Henry & wife Nancy, Patrick &
wife, Robin George & wife Esther, Brothers: Donald Hefner & wife Willadean 

 11 Grandchildren & 7 Great-Grandchildren



Previous Events

Visitation

JAN 15. 6:00 PM - 8:00 PM (CT)

Harvest Hills Funeral Home
118 Second Street
Hico, TX 76457
(254) 796-4722
info@harvesthillsfuneralhome.com
https://www.harvesthillsfuneralhome.com/

Chapel Service

JAN 16. 11:00 AM (CT)

Harvest Hills Funeral Home
118 Second Street
Hico, TX 76457
(254) 796-4722
info@harvesthillsfuneralhome.com
https://www.harvesthillsfuneralhome.com/

mailto:info@harvesthillsfuneralhome.com
https://www.harvesthillsfuneralhome.com/
mailto:info@harvesthillsfuneralhome.com
https://www.harvesthillsfuneralhome.com/


Tribute Wall

OP

LH

of Donald&Willa. Lindsey Hefner, Aubrey & Parker - August 20, 2016 at 02:00
PM

of Donald&Willa. Lindsey Hefner, Aubrey & Parker purchased
the Full Of Love Bouquet for the family of Raymond Richard
Hefner.

lindsey herner - August 04, 2016 at 10:11 PM

Wish we could have met. Our prayers are with the family. Love, Lindsey, Aubrey
and Parker Hefner. (Duck and deans grandchild and great grandchildren) if we
can help in any way.

AH

Another Hefner - August 20, 2016 at 12:34 PM

Lindsey Hefner is the grandchild of Donald and Willadean Hefner. Aubrey and Parker
are Donald and Willadeans' great-grandchildren.

 Meeting family members would be a blessing!

Judy Erick - February 06, 2016 at 08:38 AM

Heaven got a Wonderful Man, so loved visiting and taking him lunch. So many
wonderful stories of Hico, he would tell. RIP MR HEFNER. To his children and
family, you all are in my prayers.

Harvest Hills Funeral Home - January 15, 2016 at 04:13 PM

122 files added to the album LifeTributes

https://www.harvesthillsfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4358&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.harvesthillsfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4358&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser


KE




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Kyle and Kelly, Dewayne and Jennifer, Bobby and Gari,and Eric - January
15, 2016 at 07:45 AM

Kyle and Kelly, Dewayne and Jennifer, Bobby and Gari,and
Eric purchased the Enchanted Cottage for the family of
Raymond Richard Hefner.

January 14, 2016 at 03:59 PM

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of
Raymond Richard Hefner.

January 14, 2016 at 10:09 AM

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for the family of
Raymond Richard Hefner.

Henry Hefner - January 13, 2016 at 09:01 PM

1 file added to the tribute wall

https://www.harvesthillsfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4272&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.harvesthillsfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4272&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.harvesthillsfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.harvesthillsfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.harvesthillsfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.harvesthillsfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Henry Hefner - January 13, 2016 at 08:59 PM

7 files added to the album New Album Name

January 13, 2016 at 10:53 AM

Love's Journey was purchased for the family of Raymond
Richard Hefner.

https://www.harvesthillsfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1450&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.harvesthillsfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1450&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

